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AMRE Representatives:  Allan Norris; Phone: 8346 1742; email: addnor@optusnet.com.au 
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 Hugh Williams  Phone: 8271 5327 
 email: hswilliams32@gmail.com  

Layout Director: 
 Dean Schluter  Phone: 8336 1802 
 email: dean.schluter@bigpond.com 

Vice President (Special Projects): 
 Iain Kennedy Ph: 0417 844 214 
 email: sarails@bigpond.com 

Exhibition Layout Director: 
 Bob Houston Phone: 8268 7813 
 email: bobhouston@adam.com.au 

Vice President (Administration): 
 Roger Wheeler Phone: 8356 9044 
 email: rawheeler.grange@hotmail.com 

Maintenance Director: 
 Dave Holmes                                            Phone: 0417867486 
                                       email: dave_a_holmes@hotmail.com 

Secretary: 
 David Vander Linden                            Phone: 0419 847 619  
                                            email: david@vanderlinden.id.au 

Social Director: 
 Barrie Mackinnon Phone: 8298 8571 
 email: barrie@picknowl.com.au 

Treasurer: 
 Gordon Chaplin Phone: 8261 9736 
 email: gordon.chaplin@bigpond.com 

Editors: 
   
 Peter Pickering Phone: 8344 7625 

email: peterp23@bigpond.com 
 
Matt Lavista Phone: 0477 271 575 
 email: lavip51@gmail.com 

Librarian: 
 Allan Norris Phone: 8346 1742 
 email: addnor@optusnet.com.au 

Membership rates 2013 – 2014 

 Joining Fee:  $10.00 Country:  $45.00 
 Full (age ≥ 18):  $55.00 Student (full time; age ≥ 18): $45.00 
 Family:  $55.00 Corporate:   $90.00 
 Junior (age ≤ 17):  $30.00  

The Membership Year runs from 1 April to 31 March. 

Quarterly pro-rata rates apply to new members after 30 June each year. 

All correspondence and membership enquires should be addressed to: 
The Honorary Secretary, SARMA Inc., P.O. Box 4, Prospect, S.A., 5082. 

SARMA Telephone InfoLine: (08) 8411 5500 

Visit our web site at <http://www.sarma.asn.au> for more information and a membership form. 

Webmaster: Peter Michalak <petemichalak1987@gmail.com> 

“Buffer Stop” Contributions 

Email address: peterp23@bigpond.com 
We welcome contributions from members. Articles and photographs may be emailed to the address given above; they 

can also be submitted on paper. Members who forward articles written by, or photographs taken by, a third party need to 
obtain permission for their publication. Contributions may be subject to editing. Neither the Association nor the Editors 
accept any liability for the content or presentation of notices, articles and advertisements submitted for inclusion in the 
Buffer Stop other than those submitted by the Committee on behalf of the membership. Nor do the Association and the 
Editors necessarily subscribe to the views expressed or implied by contributors.  The Editors reserve the right to refuse 
acceptance of any material considered unsuitable for publication. Material may have to be held over to a later edition. 

 

Advertising rates (per issue): full page $40, half page $20, quarter page $10. 
The deadline for each issue is MIDDAY on the LAST WEDNESDAY of the previous month but  

contributors of material for a particular issue are urged to supply it by mid-month. 

Committee Members 2012 − 2013 

 

SARMA Inc. meets on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month at 7.30 p.m. in the ‘Log Cabin’ 
building on Lyons Road, Dernancourt, at the corner of Balmoral Road. Modelling nights are held on other 
Wednesday nights in the shed adjacent to the log cabin. See the Diary on Page 2 for details. 

UBD Map 96 Ref D12 or Gregory’s 148 J12: the red Scout symbol marks our clubroom. 

The Library may be accessed in the adjacent shed before the club meeting. 
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial    

W elcome to the June Buffer Stop. What is the most significant thing 

on a model railway?  You might say it’s 

the trains.  Well, that’s hard to argue 

against.  But if you walk into a model rail-

way room, what’s the most noticeable fea-

ture?  If it has been well painted and oc-

cupies a large area of the background, it 

might be the sky.  But on many layouts, it 

will be the trees.  Of course, it depends on 

the type of layout and where it’s set.  Ar-

eas such as quarries, industrial buildings 

and factories, desert regions and harbour 

settings will tend to be short on greenery, 

but most layouts will benefit from the ad-

dition of a few trees – or a couple of  

hundred. 

There are two basic areas in which trees 

are positioned; background and fore-

ground.  Background trees are usually 

fairly simple and used in large numbers.  

In fact, background trees can be mere 

suggestions with more foliage than trunk 

and branch representation.  They may 

simply be foliage stuck to the backscene. 

Foreground trees, on the other hand, 

need to be produced with all the model-

ling skill that you can muster.  As with 

any other model, you need to have a good 

photograph of the prototype and, as with 

any other model, you will need to practice 

the modelling techniques.  The signifi-

cance of foreground trees is that they pro-

vide a medium through which trains can 

run, giving them a spatial relativity which 

enhances their realism and sense of going 

somewhere.  Admittedly, structures can 

give a similar effect, but compare walking 

through a forest to walking a city street. 

There are several different ways of making 

trees, some of which are as follows:  

Multi-strand wire armature where the 

wires are separated as they go up the 

tree.  See Ross Hurley’s excellent article 

from the 1999 Convention notes,  

reprinted from page 9 with his kind  

permission.  His observations regarding 

gum tree shape, structure and colour are 

quite illuminating.  These are the sturdi-

est and the most suitable for layouts that 

are transported and probably the best 

method of producing  realistic gum trees. 

On page 13, Fred describes the “bottle-

brush” method.  Don’t be fooled by the 

simplicity of this method; you can achieve 

some very convincing results. 

Natural twigs cut from hedging, etc, with 

branch detail and foliage added can be 

the quickest and cheapest style.  Colin 

and Thomas (p.21)have used this method. 

Dried flower heads from sedum, yarrow, 

etc take a bit longer to produce but are 

also inexpensive.  See page 14  

Plastic armatures can be purchased com-

mercially and finished with foliage sup-

plied or bought separately.  Take the 

time to paint the trunks and branches in  

appropriate colours and these can be 

quite convincing. 

Paul Mackinnon has an unusual method 

that he is trying to keep secret until the 

GM; it gives surprising results. 

You can also purchase complete trees 

but, unless you want only a small num-

ber, a bottomless wallet might be handy. 

Whatever type of tree you want to make, I 

strongly recommend that you arm your-

self with some good pictures on which to 

base it (or them). 

By the time you receive this Buffer Stop, 

the Adelaide Model Railway Show for 

2013 will have just come and gone, 

unless you read your Buffer Stop via the 

web; in that case, the show, or part of it, 

may still be to come.  Next month, we will 

be able to see and know the outcome; the 

degree of success of the show; which lay-

outs were considered the best and most 

popular. 

Peter P (Ed)Peter P (Ed)Peter P (Ed)Peter P (Ed) 
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EDITED MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD AT DERNANCOURT ON 8th MAY 2013 

Meeting opened at 7:35pm.  Chairman Hugh 
Williams 
Members in attendance: 46  
Fines paid by Dane Filander, Vic Kollosche and 
Dean Schluter 
Apologies: 10 
Visitors: Ian McGregor 
New members: John Liebich (Nominated by Pe-
ter Pickering, Seconded by Noel Potter.  
Accepted) 
Hugh Rackham (Nominated by David van der 
Linden, Seconded by Matt La Vista. Accepted) 
Ian McGregor (Nominated by Trevor Carter, sec-
onded by Bob Houston. Accepted) 

Minutes of previous meeting: Moved D. van der 
Linden. Seconded Dean Schluter. Carried 
Outstanding Actions and Business arising: nil 

Correspondence in:   
Phil Brown – request for help in selling Hornby 
Model Railway gear (via email) 
Brett Morgan – request for help to sell 45+ year 
old Hornby. (via email) 
Matthew Wright – request for someone to con-
struct his Model Design Studio Rx. (via email) 
Statement of account from TTG Council for GG 
Rec Centre hire 
Statement of account from TTG Council for Ly-
ons Rd and Tilley Reserve hire 
Statement from Aztronics 
Voucher from End Of The Line Hobbies 
Invoice from Telstra  
Model Railroader June 2013  
Invoices from Seven Network for RailShow Ads. 

Correspondence out:  
Letter of thanks to Chris Fretwell for donation of 
SAR 500 loco. 
Email responses to Phil Brown, Brett Morgan 
and Matthew Wright. 

Business from corres: nil 

Finance: Financial statements presented  
Accept financial report: Moved G. Chaplin, Sec-
onded Treven Barnes. Carried 

Reports: 

Premises – TTG Council reports that there were 
no objections from the community but only about 
a dozen letters of support. The next council 
meeting will be on the 14th May. Hugh has spo-
ken with the Ryan McMahon regarding the ac-
tual financial arrangements. 

Exhibition Layouts–  
HO: Work is progressing as planned 
N: The same was reported as above. 

Club Layout – Nil 

Social – Barrie mentioned the birthday dinner 
again. He reported that he has fourteen names 
on the list so far. 

BufferStop – Peter pointed out the mistakes he 
left in the magazine for “those who look for 
them”. He also asked for members to make a 
model tree and then provide a short write up on 
how they did it and to also bring it along to the 
June meeting for show and tell. 
Whib reported that a special type of tree is avail-
able from the plumbers supply, a “Lavatree”  
Matt mentioned that the current Model Rail 
magazine has an article on growing your own 
Sea Moss for trees. 

Library – nil 

Maintenance – nil 

Bulk buys – Members were encouraged to see 
Iain for the new club jackets. There are also a 
number of foam trays available. It was also sug-
gested that some trays for N scale be done. Iain 
reminded all about the kits still available. 

Special Projects: 

Railshow 2013 – Iain thanked Barrie and Fred 
for looking after the door, Colin, Treven and Dar-
ren Barnes, Diane and the others who worked 
on the Sausage Sizzle over the weekend. He 
also thanked everyone else for the work that 
was done. Iain reported that the weekend re-
turned a profit of only $123.38 which was down 
from 2011.  
Iain also announced that he will be stepping 
down from the role of convener. Hugh thanked 
Iain for the ten years he has been organizing 
RailShow for the club. Hugh put out the call for 
someone to volunteer for the role. 

AMRE – Allan had consignment forms that will 
be due on the 19th May. He also asked for a few 
more names for the door and help desk rosters. 

General Business:  
John Looker has been researching custom 
made cardboard boxes from a local manufac-
turer. They can be made to suit the foam trays 
Iain has sourced. More information will be 
sourced. 

Colin Barnes reported that there were two ways 
to balance the books of the BBQ tent with one 
method showing a larger profit than the other. 
He assured the meeting that it was completely 
legal. 

Fred Leaper encouraged those present that as 
many members as possible should attend the 
next council meeting to show overwhelming sup-
port for the ten year lease. Gordon also made 
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mention about the poor response from mem-
bers when it came to writing to the council in 
support of the lease. 

Trevor Carter has reported that the new part 
work about construction equipment that was 
to include 1:87 scale models with each part 
has been cancelled after issue four. He also 
pointed out that the gentleman offering card 
kits of containers is now also doing railway 
buildings and trucks. Hugh Williams has one 
of Tanunda to test build. 

Vic Kollosche has found out that the black 
lines sprayed onto the sides of rolling stock is 
an anti-graffiti measure. 

Matt showed how you can get your photos set 
up in a very nice book. He had one for people 
to look at which cost him about $40.00 for 
eighty pages, hard cover and all in about a 
week and a half. 

John Hansford believes that Auscision will 
soon be releasing a NSW 45/SAR 600 class.  

Jeremy Kemp went to Port Pirie on the week-
end to help with the Model Railway there. He 
saw five trains in half an hour and took video 
of the Ghan and Indian Pacific at the same 
time. 

Noel Potter reported that the CTC system has 
now extended from Coonamia to Mambray 
Creek and then on to Port Augusta. It will 

make it hard for trainspotters to use scanners 
to track the location of trains. 

Paul Mackinnon said that the electrification 
works have reached the end of his street. He 
has managed to record plenty of shots of 
plant and equipment. 

Break: Meeting suspended at 8:30pm 

Show & tell:  There was no show and tell 
apart from Whib who brought along a number 
of odd locos and wagons.  

Raffle: 
Blue A4 Jeremy Kemp, Aztronics voucher 
Orange A17 John McCallum, Signal kit 
Orange A54 Bob Houston, Junction Models 
      voucher 
Blue A35 Dave Holmes, Bogies 
Black A82 Darren Barnes, Model Tree 
Orange A63 Tim Leach, Hobby Knife 
Black A65 Dennis Symons, DVD on American 
      Steam 
Blue A14 Max Lane, Aztronics pen torch tool 
Green A89 David Boyce, Flashlight 
Black A77 Bob Fleet, Aztronics LED Kit 
Black A94 Terry Meads, AMRM magazine 

After meeting activities: Auction of various 
items with Trevor Carter as auctioneer, as-
sisted by Peter Pickering. 

Meeting closed at 10:17pm 

May Minutes continued 

Pictures showing some of the 
tree-making process described by 

Fred on page 13 
Top Left: Twisting the looped wire hooked 
over a nail. 
Above: Twine stroked upwards - trees are 
beginning to take shape. 
Left: All hands on deck to separate the twine 
strands. 
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Cover photo.  Twin Alcos approaching Goal Loop. 

Extracts from Adelaide newspapers 28/5/73 rail tunnel may go under River Torrens and parklands to 

service north eastern suburbs.  

Adelaide railway station may be redeveloped with a shopping mall and Department stores. 

Layout ideas by Bob Burton with illustrations. 

From the  
Buffer Stop Archives 

President: Bill Coles, Vice-Presidents: Don Willshire, Ray Stratton, Secretary: Peter Beck,  
Treasurer: John Datson, Librarian: Alan Aldous Committee Members: Bob Irvine, Len Venus,  

Geoff Barnes, Editor: Tiny Edwards, Sub-Editor: Trevor Carter. 

          40 Years Ago:  June 1973  40 Years Ago:  June 1973      DW 

Pliobond Glue:  Pliobond is a glue that never really sets, but expands and contracts with temperature 
changes. It is extremely useful for gluing celluloid or acetate windows into cars or structures. It is also used 

for gluing rail to ties in track-making. 

Screw-type ladies earring clasps (no longer needed of course) make excellent clamps for holding small 

glued parts. 

Hobby Shop News:  Stocks of the NSW 038 are very low, so if you are interested it is advisable to make 

your purchase now - and remember, you can buy with a deposit of £6.15.0 ($13.50). 

New TRIANG items to land are: R561 Triang Container Wagon 9/11 ($1.00); R623 SR Mainline Coaches 
19/11 ($2.00); also R624 SR Buffet Car 19/11 ($2.00); R625 Cont. Wagon Lits and R626 Buffet Car, both 

22/6 ($2.25). 

The FALLER layout book is a most useful book for the builder and priced at 12/9 ($1.30). 

50 Years Ago:  June 1963 50 Years Ago:  June 1963      DAS 

President: Trevor Carter, Vice-Presidents: Allan Kitto, Vic Kollesche, Secretary: Bob Irvine,  
Treasurer: Barrie Mackinnon, Entertainment: John Page, Librarian: Tony Sitters, Maintenance:  
Stan Filsell, Committee Members: Rob Burford, Bob Burton, Editors: Ray Zeffert, Elliott Johnson. 

President: Noel, Vice-Presidents: Trev, Tony, Secretary: Bill, Treasurer: Barrie, Layout: David, 
Maintenance: Don, Librarian: Vic, Editors: Rob, Paul. 

Cover: Loco No.500 at Mile End Loco 

Reprint of the front page of the first Buffer Stop (June 1957). 

Conversion of Hornby or Lima 4-6-2 to an N class 

BGB decals for AN lemon twist brake vans. 

Editorial Policy: A resolution that the basic material in the Buffer Stop be spread among the committee.  

Various topics were allocated to various committee members. 

30 Years Ago:  June 198330 Years Ago:  June 1983      PP 

Book early for the 

MRSA Convention - August 31 
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Size list for the new club jackets 

Men’s 
KIDS/ADULTS SIZES  S  M    L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 
CHEST  56 58.5   61 63.5 66 68.5 71 73.5 
CB LENGTH  72 74   76 78 80 82 83 84 
 

Women’s 
LADIES  6 8 10 12 14   16 18   20 22    24 
BUST  46 48 50 52 54.5   57 59.5   62 64.5   67 
CB LENGTH  62 64 66 68 70   72 74   76 78    80 

Cover: 55 class railcars No’s 8 and 10 at rest at the old railcar depot at Adelaide during 1967 

Page five: photo of Al's Landing built by Alan Thomas and of the then President shunting Florey 

Springs. 

Page ten: Photo of the burned out Belair Station main building which was destroyed on May 19 2003. 

Page 14 continues the article on the Belair Line with drawings of Hawthorn, Mitcham, Blythewood, 

Clapham and Schwerkolts Quarry. 

Page 18 has a Messenger Press article on RailShow 2003 with a picture of Bob and a caption from his 

30/30 guarantee, "trust me it'll work, I'll even guarantee it, 30 seconds or 30 feet, whichever comes first" 

President: Peter Carter, Vice-Presidents: Trevor Carter, Bill Lewis, Secretary: Ron Solly, 
Treasurer: Don Snow,  Layout Director: John Willmer, Exhibition Layout Director: Bob Houston, 

Social Director: Barrie Mackinnon, Maintenance Director: Richard Fisheris,  
Librarian: David Rayson, Editors: Paul MacKinnon, Harry Rush. 

10 Years Ago: 10 Years Ago: June June 2003   2003                 DVL 

From the  
Buffer Stop Archives 
continued 

20 Years Ago: 20 Years Ago: June 1993June 1993         PM 

Cover: Master Modellers Entries 

Layout Report: One area that is causing concern at the moment is a point just inside a tunnel mouth, that 

cannot be seen easily seen for checking of alignment.  

Article: – Union Pacific G.S. Gondola – Composite side by David Thomas 

Article: Transition Coupling of Model Railway Rollingstock by Bernard Martin 

Article : Nature Calls by John Looker  

Drawing: LNWR 6 wheel coaches of 1887 

Article: The new breed of Athearn loco by Rowland Stock 

Drawing and photos: SAR 7500 class Narrow gauge brake van 

President: Trevor Carter, Vice President (Administration): Peter Carter, Vice President 
(Special Projects): Brian Woods, Secretary: Bryan Leaney, Treasurer: Don Snow,  

Layout Director: John Willmer; Modular Layout Director: Peter Saunders,  
Maintenance Director: David Thomas, Social Director: Paul Mackinnon,  

Librarian: Richard Ash, Editors: Bill Button and Bernard Martin. 
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LIBRARY REPORT  -  Recent Additions to the Library 
 
 

   Australian Railway History      June 2013 

   AMRM      June/July 2013 

   Model Railroader    June 2013 
 
    D V D   Trains  Around  Adelaide   
      Adelaide Hills  Nine       VOL 20 
       Donated by John Venning 

 
   

    

DVDs, Videos, Books & up to Four Magazines to be charged at $1 per month 

Allan Norris 

End Of The Line Hobbies 
80 Ocean Street, Victor Harbor 

Wednesday thru to Sunday 

10:00am to 4:30pm  

Ph: 85527900  Fax 8552 7933 
 

Model Trains, Track & Accessories 
DCC controllers, decoders (inc sound) 

Model Kits (Trains, Planes, Ships, Boats, Military Vehicles, Cars & Trucks) 
R/C Vehicles (Gas & Electric), R/C boats & yachts, R/C Planes & Helicopters 

Spare parts & Fuel 
Scalextric and Die Cast Collectable Cars 

Books, Magazines and DVDs 
Model Paints, Brushes & Air Brushes 

Scratch building materials, balsa 
Modelling equipment, tools and glues. 

For all ages beginner to expert 

Come in and have a look around; chat to Paul and Rodney about your modelling needs. 
Email: shop@endofthelinehobbies.com.au 
Web: www.endofthelinehobbies.com.au 

When making a purchase, identify yourself as a member of SARMA, 
and receive a 5% discount. 

In addition, SARMA will receive a voucher to the same value. 

Visit  <www.sarma.asn.au> 
Send photos to Peter Michalak. 
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Reproduced with permission from the Modelling the  
Railways of South Australia Convention notes 
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I n writing this short article on tree making, I should point out that all 
credit should go where it rightly be-
longs, with Len Redway, because it was 
he who, a few weeks ago, showed me  
how simple and effective this method 
is.  I started by watching him, then 
passing bits of stuff, then helping and 
finally, there I was, actually making 
trees.  It won’t work for every type of 
tree but for scrubby bushes, shrubs 
and tall trees like poplar trees it is 
quite effective.  All the materials re-
quired are cheap and easy to obtain.  
You will need a few lengths of garden 
twine, some florists wire about 200 
millimetres long, some packets of 
leaves from any model shop, brown 
spray paint and a can of adhesive 
spray.  Tools are even simpler.  A pair 
of scissors, wire cutters, a hand drill 
and a small cup hook screwed into 
your bench.  Cut the twine into lengths of 
about 70 to 100 mm and then unpick it 
into single strands.  Once you have a 
small pile of twine strands, bend the wire 
in the middle bringing both ends together 
with a loop in the centre. Put the loop 
over the hook and give the wire half a 
turn to bring the two legs one on top of 
the other. Now thread the twine strands 
in between the two legs of the wire and 
spread it out evenly.  Tighten the ends of 
the wire into the chuck of the hand drill 
and give it about twenty turns (if you only 
have a cordless drill, that’s okay; just 
turn the chuck by hand; don’t use the 
power.  After about twenty turns, the wire 

has twisted up nicely and trapped the 
twine in the twists and the end result 
should look like a small bottle brush.  
This will take a bit of experimenting to get 
it just right.  Too much twine or not 
enough and it won’t look right.  Once you 
are happy with the result, you can start 
the shaping process.  Take it off the hook 
and clip the top loop off with wire cutters. 
For a bush or small shrub, shape it with 
the scissors into a conical, tapered or any 
other shape that fits the area where you 
are going to plant it.  For a poplar tree 
make a circle with your thumb and finger 
and pull the tree through it bottom to top 
a few times. This sweeps all the strands 
up into a conical shape.  When you have 
about ten to twenty trees or bushes, stick 
them into a bit of polystyrene and spray 
them with paint.  Brown is the obvious 
choice but you can use any lighter or 
darker colours if you choose.  When they 
are dry, hold them at the base and lightly 
spray with a good quality adhesive.  
Sprinkle the leaves over the tree and try 
to get an even cover.  You can use just 
one colour of leaf or, if you want to show 
new growth, mix light and dark green 
leaves or even add a few brown ones to 
show dead branches.■ 
 
See page 5 for some pictures of the process 

Trees - One Red Way            Fred Leaper 
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T here are several flowering plants 
which die back at the end of the flow-

ering season to leave a woody stem re-
sembling a rather straight trunked gum 
tree.  The most convincing of these is the 
Sedum, of which there are around 400 
varieties.  They don’t all look like gums; 
you will need to select a suitable one.  I 
must admit that I don’t know much about 
the varieties and which we have in our 
garden.  The picture below was taken re-
cently;  variety unknown but it looks 
similar to Autumn Joy, ht about 250mm.  

Before I continue, I must point out that, 
although it’s two or three years since I 
started looking at Sedums as trees and 
when I first brought one to the club, I am 
still experimenting with them.  What ap-
pear to be flowers are, I believe, clusters 
of many hundreds of tiny flowers.  I will 
refer to these grouped clusters (as above) 
as flowerheads.  

These can be used in a number of differ-
ent ways.  The simplest method is to use 
one flowerhead to represent a whole tree 
with branches emanating from a single 
trunk. 

If you take two or more flowerheads and 
combine them over the last (bottom) scale 
metre or two, you can achieve a very sat-
isfactory representation of the type of 
gum which has a divided trunk.  This is a 
good use for flowerheads which are lack-
ing branches on one side which they often 
are.  You will need to file or sand a shal-
low chamfer at the bottom of each trunk 
to get them to butt up together; then ap-
ply some glue, filler or modelling clay to 
form the bottom of the main trunk.  Be-
cause the Sedum stems are usually hol-
low, you might need to fill the centre with 
a small twig, matchstick or tooth-pick. 

The next method is the use of multiple 
flowerheads or parts thereof to represent 
multi-trunk trees such as the mallee vari-
ety of Eucalypt which is typified by the 
distinctive growth habit of a large ligno-
tuber (woody rootstock) from which arises 
a number of slender stems.  This, too, is a 
good way of using flowerheads which are 
not suitable as a stand-alone tree.  It’s 
worth looking at Gavin Beaumont’s article 
“So, you would like to be an arborist” 
from last year’s Convention notes (7-31)
for this and other ways to use of Sedum. 

The fourth method (there may be others) 
is where a trunk is made (or found) and 
the slender flowerhead branches are  
attached by gluing, often after pressing 
them into drilled holes. 

When a Sedum flowerhead has dried out 
(give it at least six months), you are left 
with a rather dense mat of tiny flowers 
which can be left to represent foliage.  I 
find these a bit dense and would suggest 
that you experiment with thinning them 
out.  Whether or not you do this, the flow-
erheads can be coloured by painting or 
sprinkling with fine ground cover, foliage 
material or powder to achieve the effect 
you desire.  You can, if you wish, remove 
all the tiny flowers and apply other types 
of foliage, or even leave the branches 
bare.  I quite like the idea of having a 
small copse of leafless trees. 

Getting back to colouring the foliage, I 
have experimented with Woodland 
Scenics “Foliage”, “Fine Turf” and “Course 
Turf” in colours of Burnt Grass, Light 
Green, Green Grass and Dark Green.  I 
also tried an overspray of Tamiya Olive 

Trees From Flowerheads      Peter Pickering 
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Trees From Flowerheads continued 

Drab but was a bit disappointed with the 
result; it seemed to come out too dark.  I 
really need to get some light olive green 
paint and scenic material.  I had greater 
success with an over-dusting of lighter 
foliage colour.  I got the best results from 
sprinkling the foliage material on first, 
then spraying the adhesive afterwards.  If 
you’re quick, you can then also add a 
pinch or two of material in a touch-up 
action.  If you spray first, bits of foliage 
tend to stick to the overspray on the 
branches where you don’t want it. 

My Sedum seem to have quite dark flow-
ers and Gavin shows one flowerhead  

undercoated a very pale biscuit colour.  
This can improve the final colour. 

The pros and cons with making tree from  
Sedum are as follows:  
Pros: Inexpensive (depending on what 
you spend on paint and/or foliage); quite 
convincing and versatile.  
Cons: Relatively fragile (I gave most 
trunks several coats of varnish in an at-
tempt to strengthen them); trunk seg-
ments tend to be straight; it takes a long 
time for the flowerheads to completely 
dry out (mine have been drying out for a 
year).  You need to be patient. ■ 

Thinned out head 
with medium and 
light coloured  
foliage material 

Thinned out head with 
medium coloured  
foliage material but 
not well covered 

Poor shaped branch 
structure - better to use 
the branches individually 

Sprinkled with 
fine turf 

Sprinkled with course turf 
after spray adhesive -  
note bits on branches 

Thinned out head 
spray painted - 
note branch  
discolouration 

As a guide to size, trees are all 150mm apart 

These two might look better with their 
lowest branches removed - up to you 
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Specials Specials Specials Specials forforforfor June 2013 June 2013 June 2013 June 2013    
 

Bachmann Train Set “McKinley Explorer”  HO DC   $185.00 

Magnifier, Large illuminated, multi-position          $119.00  

        ,,      Junior        ,,         “bendy stalk”               $50.50 

Pace controllers-Powered  single $114,  or dual    $179.00 

       ,,          ,,       - Single  Hand held                     $48.50 

Bachmann Class 411 EMU          4 car set $199.00 

Hornby NSE Class 423 EMU         4 car set $250.00 

    Good Selection of TCS  Decoders from $31 to $50 

  also some NCE and Lenz 

     Trackrite Foam underlay in HO, N and metre gauges.    

AMRM CDs Vol.4 to 12      $25 $22 

Train World HiCube SCT wagons  ……………………………………...………    $56.00 

DCC Concepts- OO Station Lamps and OO Train Marker Lamps available. 

Southline Railway Models Switches (for Peco PL10 point motors)               $13.50  

Bachman Hong Kong Tram (last one remaining) ………………………….     $127.00  

Ixion On30 Coffee Pot    (Supplier’s price reduction - only 1 left)             $175.00 

Athearn SD45-2 Locos -  DC   …………………………………………….…….    $155.00  

Atlas Trainman HO locos various             $105.00 to $119.50 

Powerline Tuscan 48 Class  ………………….…………………………………      $325.00 

Weico 1950 Royal Blue Duple bus (1:76 scale)                                             $72.00 

San Mateo Line signals kits and ready-to-place 

Agents for “MyLocoSound” units for DC                                                       $69.00 

Steam Only DCC Sound Decoder (Generic adjustable)      $75.00 

Railscenes Australian Diesel Loco Mugs                                                       $12.00 

Cararama OO cars                               $15.50 

SAR Model Co Redhens,800 & 860 car kits back in stock. 

Frateschi Coaches, Wagons & Building kits 
 

Brian, John & Vic  
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   SARMA SALES 

 
 See Iain Kennedy 

 

 

 

 
 

SARMA Pin Badges $7.00 

“Rails and the River” Medallion $15.00 

Bogies: 
40 ton Round Lid, Solid Wheels $11.80 
ANR XC $11.80 

W Car Bogies $11.80 

SEM Axles 10.5 x 25 mm  $1.10 
Decals for SAR M, MG $2.50 
SEM GY Kit $15.00 
SEM UB Van Kit $21.00 

SEM E Wagon Kit $22.00 

Kadee #5 Couplers $4.60 
Kadee #158 Whisker Couplers $5.20 
 

Delrin Bearings $5.30 

11'6" Underframe Kits $8.80 

PVA Glue, 2 litres $20.00 

No. 2 self tapping screws, packs of 100: 
4.5 mm $7.00 
6 mm $8.00 

9.5 mm $10.00 

Packs of 20: 
2-56 UNC 3/8" pan head screws $4.00 
2-56 UNC nuts $5.00 

SARMA Shirts (do you have one?) $30.00 
See page 7 for the range of sizes  
for our new jackets 

Trading as Refreshing Memories 
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Brisbane Model Train Show          Chris Marlow 

 

T he Brisbane Model Train Show was held on the 
weekend of May 4-5. In past 
years, this was the Labour 
Day long weekend in Queen-
sland, but the government 
changed it to October in line 
with other states, and this 
caught out some event organ-
isers, and diary and calendar 
publishers. 

The show was held at the 
Doomben Racecourse this 

year, spread over two buildings and 
three levels. There were about 40 layouts 
on display, and also about 40 stands for 
traders and organizations. AMRE would 
have been envious of the size of the 
crowd when I was there on the Saturday 

morning. I saw three 
car parks, each about 
the size at Greyhound 
Park, all full, and so 
were the nearby 
streets. 

With such a large 
number of layouts, as 
you would expect, the 
standard varied. There 
were some very good 
layouts in both pres-
entation and opera-
tion. There were some 
which could have done 
with improvement: 

■ Trains derailing at points;  
■ Trains coming  apart;  
■ Locos stalling at module joins; 

We've all experienced these, I guess, par-
ticularly in the first few hours of the 
show, but the following shouldn’t have  
happened: 

Brisbane Model Train Show          Chris Marlow 

Pine  
Rivers (N):  
by Railway  

Modellers of 
Queensland. 

Wayne Branch (HO): by the NMRA 
Modules Group: end-to-end  
industrial switching. 

DanDanDan---Brae (HO): the end Brae (HO): the end Brae (HO): the end    
of a branch line.of a branch line.of a branch line.   
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■ A drink can placed on 
the scenery and looking 
like a big red silo which it  
wasn't;  
■ An operator engaged in 
shunting, seated on a 
stool in front of the layout, 
with his back to the crowd 
and blocking the view.  
■ Long periods with no 
trains moving at the front. 

The layouts were running 
mainly Queensland, NSW, 
British and American out-

line. The nearest I saw to 
South Australia was a 
Hornby Commonwealth Rail-
ways GM. 

One of the bookstalls had 
some RailMac books on dis-
play. They also had quite a 
few of the South Australian 
ARHS books from the 1970s, 
priced from $35 to $55,  

which is less than the prices 
I saw at the Victor Harbour 
station a few years ago. ■ 

Brisbane Model Train Show continued  Esk: (HOn3½): the Brisbane Valley  
in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Hornby Dublo: typical tableHornby Dublo: typical tableHornby Dublo: typical table---top top top    
layout of the 1950s, by the Caboolture layout of the 1950s, by the Caboolture layout of the 1950s, by the Caboolture 

Vintage Model Railway Group.Vintage Model Railway Group.Vintage Model Railway Group.   

No Name Railroad (T-Trak modular system):  
American trains pass a nicely detailed cricket ground. 
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On Distant Rails             John Doherty  

 

V ictoria's rural rail commuters can now 
look forward to some relief from over-

crowded peak hour services – although they 
wouldn't want to be holding their collective 
breath – with our state government's an-
nouncement that another 40 VLocity DMUs 
will be added to the V/Line fleet.  Seven 
new 3-car sets, and 19 powered, intermedi-
ate cars to top up existing 2-car sets, to 
cost $207 million, will be built at Bombar-
dier's Dandenong plant with deliveries due 
to begin next year.    

A new book I've read is Jonathan Glancey's 
Giants of Steam.  This 375-page tome revis-
its the genesis and the evolution of the 
steam locomotive, the men responsible, and 
the trial-and-error design refinements built 
into later creations.  The book takes a 
global view starting with Great Britain, Ger-
many, France and the United States, then 
the rest of the world; experimentation; and 
finally what may happen in the years to 
come.  The book is not an easy read.  
Glancey's writing style is complex.  He uses 
long, sometimes convoluted expressions, 
and drawn-out paragraphs some of which 
run to 70-plus words – not what I call bed-
time reading!  It is, however, worth the ef-
fort.  I borrowed the book from our council 
library.    

Sadly, yet another life has been needlessly 
lost, in January, when a 30-year-old man, 
ignoring the headlights and the horns of 
the approaching train, the warning bells, 
the flashing red lights and the lowered 
boom gates on the Mollison Street level 
crossing at Kyneton station, climbed over a 
closed 1.5m-high pedestrian gate and was 
struck by a Bendigo-bound, 6-car VLocity 
set.  Although the fellow was taken by an 
Air Ambulance helicopter to the world-
renowned Emergency & Trauma Centre at 
the Alfred Hospital, he could not be saved.  
The accident investigators believe he in-
tended to board the train not realising it 
was the evening commuter express, run-
ning late.  As such, it would have been 
travelling at about 95 km/h.  Coming from 
Melbourne, the bi-directional double track 
line is a sweeping, left-hand-curve ap-
proach, giving train drivers a restricted 
view of the crossing and the platforms.  
Known simply as “The Alfred”, the hospital 
has a state of the art helipad spanning a 
busy Commercial Road, complete with tram 
lines, at Prahran – an inner suburb of Mel-
bourne.    

Earlier this year I bought the 2013 
Walthers H0 Reference Book.  It has a 
thousand pages of products, data and other 
useful information, updated where appro-
priate, along with goodies that have come 
onto the market since the previous issue.  
Many of the illustrations are now in colour 
which aids the selection process.  The book 
includes a lift-out, 14-month calendar, be-
ginning with September 2012.  My copy 
came from the Bendigo electronics and 
model railway shop and cost $29.95. 

Heading for home after a day at the Austra-
lian Formula 1 Grand Prix at Albert Park, I 
caught V/Line's 16:20 Bendigo service 
comprised of two 3-car VLocity sets.  In-
cluded in the consist was a 'Quiet carriage' 
where I managed to get a seat. I had to be 
quick as the train was full well before it left 
Southern Cross.  The in-carriage signage 
calls for electronic devices – games and 
music – to be turned down, mobiles 
switched to silent and for passengers to 
speak quietly – it seemed to work as I had 
no trouble nodding off!  V/Line is quick, 
though, to point out that it's a 6-month 
trial of the concept, and relies on voluntary 
compliance, meaning that it is not en-
forced. 

V/Line timetables use the 24-hour clock, 
as do station digital clocks, whereas on-
train PA announcements give 12-hour 
clock times. 

The V/Line 2013 Easter timetable showed 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday services 
between Bendigo and Melbourne's South-
ern Cross (via Kyneton) as per a normal 
Sunday (12 trains each way); with Easter 
Saturday and Easter Monday as for a usual 
Saturday (13 Up, 15 Down).  ANZAC Day 
services also ran to a Saturday 'table.   Nor-
mal weekdays offer 20 Up services and 21 
Down, with an additional late-night Down 
on Fridays.       

V/Line is the state's regional rail service 
provider and is administered by Public 
Transport Victoria, as is Metro Trains, the 
metropolitan provider; Yarra Trams; and 
privately-owned bus (city and suburban) 
and coach (rural) services.  PTV, a statutory 
authority, was established in April 2012.  

And from Carol:  Velcro is a rip-off.   

Until next time …■ 
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Tommy’s Darren’s  

Tree House  Colin Barnes 
Making Trees   

Colin Barnes 

A t the May GM, Darren won a tree 
kit with a tree-house in 
the centre of the three 
main branches.  The 
trunk and branches 
are made from silver 
lead and you ply them 
into shape by following 
the instructions.  You 
glue the three cross 
members then glue the 
house in the centre.  
Continuing to follow 
the instructions, you 
finish up with a tree-
house in a tree on a 
mound of earth with a 
dog kennel; a boy is 
swinging on a rope and 
tyre swing. 
Building trees?  Sim-
ple!  Buy a kit and fol-
low the instructions.■ 

A bout three years ago, my grandson, Thomas, 
and I went looking for 
twigs off the large gum tree 
opposite my house.  On 
arriving home, we set 
about selecting the best 
three.  We trimmed them 
down slightly to make our 
trees.  To make the leaves, 
we cut one inch squares 
from a green scouring pad 
and teased out the threads 
into fine fluffy pieces.  The 
branches of our “trees” 
were then dipped in white 
wood glue and the fluffy 
pieces of green scourer 
were woven between the 
branches with some 
draped over the top.  They 
were secured with a light 
application of hair spray. 
For us, it was easy to use 
this method of making 
trees for a layout.■ 

SAR 500 DIESEL SHUNTER RAFFLE 

Chris Fretwell, owner of Ozrail Model Trains, has kindly donated one of their SAR 500 diesel shunters to be raffled 
among SARMA members.  The model, which is DCC ready, is finished in the SAR colours of red and yellow  
representing the period 1964–80. 
 Tickets are $5 each and are limited to 100 and will be available during the 

June and July General Meetings.  SARMA prime members will be able to  
purchase one only in the first instance.  Country members and members 
not able to attend these meetings will be able to secure tickets from Allan 
Norris (see page 1) but payment must be received prior to the July GM.  
Any remaining tickets not sold by the break (approx 8.30pm) during the 
July GM will be made available one by one to those members present, for  
themselves or on behalf of family members in that order of precedence. . 

When all tickets have been sold, the draw will take place. 
The winner will be notified if not present and the result  

will be announced in the Buffer Stop. 
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Noel’s Potterings 



June 2013     23 

The Buffer Stop 

For more information see minutes, page 5 

Noel’s still Pottering 
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Michalak’s 

Mischievous 
Meanderings 

 

CPH7 CPH1  
at Patterson  
9-4-13  

3265 3025 3642  
at Maldon  
12-4-13 

RC334 at 
Mt Barker Depot 
25-4-13 
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